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Frame:

What’s the story?
\Where’s the data?

Are there ethical concerns: or
potential unintendead ”
conseguences?

How: do we best tell the
story?



Where = the publicly available
data?

0 Internet
0 Your: lecal public library ,,

& _-\J o _.,.f' I._...‘ .

0 Your local college or university I|brary
(many are also accessible on ling) S

0 Local and online newspapers

| ___‘-';_.f"'-'fo Ask other family: members what
...-_-j;they ve found helpful




@\ \Who else is working on
” this issue?

2 You don't always have to; start firom
scratch. Look at advecacy, .
governmental and other sources to see'j;;
what their issuge priorities are and, What
information is already available =SS



How: dio | find publicly,
avallable data?

m Use the search box available on most
reputable websites _

m Look at ‘other resources’ or ‘links’ ta
u L.ook at publications links i
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y) One story

A national support group. of parents
whose children have died:by:
suicide believes, based on their &g}
own stories, that institutions,de’ N,
not have adequate “suicide wWateh,
procedures in place. They want to,
bring this te the attention of the

- Jgroup that oversees their
accreditation.



) My search

Start broad

Google ‘suicide watch'

Google ‘suicide watch in residential’ |
Look at the websites of organlzatlons
that are responsible for or prowde
accreditation -
Can’t find much?

Look: for similar info about ether groups;
€.g., prisoners, elders



) Data Sources

Policy. & precedure

Joint. Commission
Nt/ MWW, jointcommission. org/SentlneIEv'
ents/SentinelEventAlert/sea_3.htm _ & N

Commission on Accreditation; of
Rehabilitation Facllities (CARE)

attp://ahca. myflorida.com/MCHQ/Current._
Reg._Files/RTCforChildren&AdoelescentsCi0
0.pdf




\ What do we learn from
7 this?

There are policies and procedures that
licensed facilities are expected tor elserve to
prevent suicide (e.g. CARF) -

There are best practices that exceed
accreditation standards (journal artlcle)

There are other human service systems that
have Implemented innevative ways to prevent
= suicide ini residential treatment centers anas

(32 hospitals: (corrections)



Y What do we do with this
Sinformation

ul As an individual advecating for your child —
review the hospital’ or RTCS policies on

suicide watches, seclusion and restraint at

admission with admlnlstratlon

m As an erganization

— ask how. state agencies implement and m@nltor
suicides In hospitals and RTCs > 4

— ask for performance improvement plans
subsequent te suicides;

~ — ask for yeur erganization’s members te be
5 appeinted to the review panels cenvened ;
subseguent to a suicide or demandi that stch &
group be convened
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Usingunfermation
iesponsibly

2 Don’t use family: steries Without their
PErmission

= |dentify: your seurces
u Verify the sources )

.45?

n Understand opposing Viewpoints a d
prepared: to address them
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How/doeiwe best tellSy

LTON




)) Who is thesAudience?

u Peeple use information in different ways
— People who MAKE DECISIONS

= The higher up the organizational chart, the fewer words .
you: need to communicate your message (County 5 /
Cemmissioners, School Boards, Legislative
Representatives)

_ people who WORK WITH CHILDREN, YOUTH ANl'_f"'"
FAMILIES .

= Need instructions and ways to find more mformatlon
(teachers, therapists)

“ — people who FUND THINGS

= Need details en what you propese to do with the MOREY
and what they should expect in return
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Whatrweuld Vou doif

an VR8s alriner P
crashed & Killed al%

on peard every 2
- weeks?
L
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Havingran-mpact

Take time te tailler your advecacy.
presentation to yeur audience

Find a ‘naive’ reader and test thelr'_{”
reaction and guestions SN

Use a family story to hlghllght the
data you present, the numbers are
Jmportant and the story makes; it

=real



Contact us

s Elaine Slaton, eslaton@ffcmh.org, (240)
403-1901x104

= Norin Dollard, dollard@fmhiusf.edu =
(813) 974-3761 P
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